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RESPONSE TO RECORD SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEWS OF 
FEBRUARY 9, 2004 AND JUNE 16, 2004 



Sir: 



In a telephone interview of February 9, 2004, Examiner Nghiem and applicants' 
representative George S. Blasiak discussed the status of the application. Applicants' 
representative had contacted the Examiner to determine the schedule for examination. The 
Examiner indicated that he was prepared to enter an Examiner's Amendment to bring the 
application in condition for allowance if the applicant was willing to accept an amendment, 
which would place the claims in a condition exactly in the form indicated to be allowable by 
the Examiner in the Examiner's last Office Action dated December 15, 2003. 



Applicants' representative declined to accept the offer of the Examiner and indicated 
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that the applicants would be willing to wait for an examination. 

Accordingly, the Examiner indicated that because the next Office Action would 
require substantive examination, it would be placed in line for examination behind nine other 
applications. The Examiner stated he beUeved a next Office Action would arrive within two 
months from February 9, 2004. Applicants again noted the extremely long pendancy of the 
application (approaching five years), and the previous attempts to secure an allowance of the 
application, which were met with withdrawals of allowability. 

It is unclear whether the interview of February 9, 2003 was procedural or substantive. 
If substantive, the present correspondence will serve as a recording of the substance of the 
interview. 

In a telephone interview of June 16, 2004 between Applicants' representative Owen 
Marjama and Examiner Nghiem, the Applicants' representative discussed the nature of the 
response filed concurrently herewith and further discussed a prospective schedule for 
examination. Applicants thank the Examiner for his indication that he would attempt to 
consider the concurrently filed response promptly on receipt. It is unclear whether the 
interview of June 16, 2004 was procedural or substantive. If substantive, the present 
correspondence will serve as a recording of the substance of the interview. 
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Date: June 16, 2004 
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